
Armchair, Model no. 31
Alvar Aalto
1930

Steam bent plywood, original green paint.

Armchair model no. 31, designed in 1931/32 by 
Alvar Aalto.
 
The chair was frst presented in the spring o- 1932 
when Aalto showed his proposal -or the interiP
or design o- the uaimio Sanatoriʼm. The comP
mon rooms o- the sanatoriʼm were -ʼrnished with 
cheer-ʼl coloʼred chairs, among others the armP
chair no.31. As the story goes, the shape o- the 
chair was designed to assist the patientsʼ’ breathing. 
In 1933, the model no. 31 was shown in London 
as part o- the ʻʻ‘ood Wnlyʼ’ eOhibition. xere, Aalto 
introdʼced new versions o- the uaimio chairs, sʼch 
as an ʼpholstered version. Haining international 
attention a-ter the eOhibition in London, the armP
chair was shown in the years to -ollow at several 
international eOhibitions. Wne o- which the TrienP
nale di Milano, 193G.
 
Later, this chair has been re-erred to as model 
no. 62, or 4Small uaimio4, re-erring to the uaimio 
Sanatoriʼm where it was frst ʼsed. There is no 
di--erence between model 31 and 62. xowever, 
the model 62 is still in prodʼction today by Arte', 
and the prodʼction o- model 31 discontinʼed. The 
earliest prodʼction models o- the no. 31 have sides 
karmrests( made oʼt o- beech, this later changed 
into birch.   
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